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At the end of the terrible rainy fortnight, at the beginning of this term, I went to visit the 

Oatley campus of Georges River College.  I had spoken confidently to parents about the 

virtues of the school and I had checked out their website, but what did I really know? 

My first impression was of size.  The campus is a short walk from Oatley station but to get 

into the building you need to walk through a large carpark and drop off area.  The 

entrance to the school has its own set of traffic lights.  The deputy principal, Neale Harries, 

who gave me the tour pointed out that many of the students drive themselves, since they 

are all seniors.   

You might note that I said building before, not buildings and this is because the campus 

consists of one huge four storey building, the carpark, sports fields and courts, a huge 

man-made lake and is surrounded by bush.  I didn’t get to see much of the outside 

because it was raining, but as you can see from my photo the lake and its surrounds are 

lovely. 

As I waited for Mr Harries to meet me I sat with a student who was waiting for a teacher in 

reception.  She was a cheerful personable young lady who wanted to tell me all about 

her life and school experiences.  She was very much into the arts and particularly enjoyed 

the drama program. 

It was interesting to see the students interacting with each other and the teachers as I 

walked around.  As in most high schools the students called their teachers Sir and Miss and 

many of them called out greetings to Mr Harries as we walked by and seemed friendly to 

each other as well. 

An unusual positive that stems from the school being a senior campus is that students 

come to school when they have class, more like university or TAFE rather than being over-

organised. This sort of environment is possible because the students are older. This 

systemacts, in my opinion, as a wonderful transition from high school to the tertiary 

education system where self-reliance and responsibility is required. 

The school has a huge range of facilities to teach HSC and TVET subjects of all kinds.  In 

the photos I have included are examples of Art rooms, Music rooms, Industrial kitchens, 

Science labs, a Drama theatre, Dance studio, wood and metal workshops and 

multipurpose classrooms, of which there are plenty.  The spaces are large and well 

equipped.Students also have access to a fitness gym, a hall for presentations, a canteen, 

outdoor eating spaces, a large library, a full time educational support officer and two 

part time counsellors. 

The school has about 80 full time teachers; I can’t remember the exact number, and the 

ones I met were friendly and keen for me to see what they were doing.  In the Science lab 

the HSC Chemistry students were making esters in the fume cupboard and in the Industrial 



kitchen year 11 students, looking smart in their chef’s whites, were just starting the cooking 

skill component of their TVET catering certificate. 

As I walked to the station on my way home I wondered what it would be like to go to 

school there. Very different from the small space I work, but a scaffolded step into the 

wider adult world, was my conclusion.   

The school runs information evenings for prospective students and a transition program for 

those students intending to attend.  Like us they want students ready and comfortable in 

their new environment.  Mr Harries told me they get around 80 students each year from 

outside their regular feeder schools, so integrating a big cohort of new faces each year is 

an important part of their job.  Mr Harries urged me to consult their website regularly for 

information about events and transitions and subject choices. 

    http://www.oatleysnr-h.schools.nsw.edu.au/news 

Back at school the week after my visit I was telling some of my Stage 5’s (Yr 9 & 10) about 

the campus and my experiences and one of them shared her enthusiasm. Her older sister 

had been to an Open Night recently and she had gone as well.  Like me she was 

impressed by the size of the campus, and the huge range of facilities.  She loves and has 

loved being at our school, but as she matures her sights are widening and the thought of 

expanding her horizons is exciting.  I hope that many of my now and future students share 

her passion. 
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